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Thank You to Our Generous SponsorsHow You Can Help Support DLOC

DLOC Online

Want to donate online? Now you can easily 
and securely donate to DLOC online. You can even 
sign up to contribute a set amount each month. 
Visit the home page at www.dloc.org and click 
on Support DLOC to contribute now.

Prefer to Get Your Newsletter Online? 
Starting this issue we are sending out an email 
version of the Marquee. Get the newsletter, special 
promotions, youth program news, even audition 
notices by email. Not only will it save some trees 
but it can help DLOC save print and mailing costs 
so we can make our productions even better.

Sign up at www.dloc.org.

DLOC Wish List

Tidy Your Garage and Help DLOC’s Scene 
Shop. We are looking for:

• Circular saw
• Sign painting services for the building logo 
• Heating for the new shop studio
• Screw guns - 2002 or newer 
 

DLOC Puts a Spin Cycle on Its Wish List

Who says wishing doesn’t make it so? Or 
washing, for that matter.

In the previous issue of the Marquee, DLOC 
appealed in its “wish list” for a washer and dryer for 
its costume shop. Thanks to the generosity of Art 
and Gail Clarke of Walnut Creek, the company 

now has both a heavy duty washer and dryer to 
help keep costumes fresh and clean.

Appreciative Fan Makes a Happy 
Discovery

 DLOC loves to hear from its patrons, particu-
larly letters like this one, which included a cash 
donation. F. T. Williams of Walnut Creek, who was 
enthralled with the company’s production of 
Thoroughly Modern Millie wrote:

“This is the most joyous $50 I have ever spent. I 
can’t tell you how much pleasure DLOC has given 
me. I regret only having discovered you so late in 
my life.”

What’s HOT at the Firehouse

Join DLOC ‘Beyond the Footlights’ at 
Our May 12 Fundraising Gala

Scenery, costumes and other décor from 
DLOC’s production of The Music Man will 
create a show-biz atmosphere for “Beyond the 
Footlights,” the company’s major fundraising 
event on May 12. Stars of the show will also be 
on hand to entertain.

The event will be held at the DLOC 
Firehouse in Pleasant Hill, where the company 
creates (as its logo says) “the music and magic of 
Broadway.” The Firehouse includes administrative 
offices, rehearsal studios, and scene and costume 
shops.

“This will be DLOC’s first large fundraising 
event, employing all of the talent and creativity that is 
to be expected of a pre-eminent musical theatre 
company,” says Cynthia Murdough, DLOC 
development manager and chair of the event. 

“Guests will be invited to experience what it is 
like to go ‘beyond the footlights’ of a major 
theatrical production,” says Murdough. “Sets from 
The Music Man will provide a colorful backdrop 
for an elegant, fun-filled evening with fabulous 
food, wine, games and entertainment. Our guests 
will feel like they have actually stepped onto the 
streets of River City.”

She said the driveway leading to the scene 
shop and front entry area will be tented, to 
provide a party atmosphere along with the indoor 
facilities where guests can mingle and can get a 
behind-the-scenes peek at what goes into produc-
ing a musical.

Already, DLOC has amassed more than 40 
auction items for the gala, including overnight 
stays in San Francisco and Napa, autographed 
theatre and entertainment memorabilia, a 
professional photo shoot and portrait, Bay Area 
theatre tickets, spa and beauty packages, restau-

rants, and wines. Murdough is welcoming 
additional donations for the auction.

Serving with Murdough on the event planning 
committee are Daren A. C. Carollo, DLOC’s 
executive producer; Deanna Anderson, Bob 
Rezak and Carol Wynstra, DLOC board mem-
bers; Bobbie Barlow, host of DLOC’s popular 
Cabaret; Mari Dreyer, a publicity -promotions 
specialist; Kathy Kaminek, DLOC Starstruck 
parent; plus Erin McGlynne and Melissa 
Masland, who have years of special event experi-
ence as volunteers.

May 12, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Tickets: $100 
DLOC Firehouse
1948 Oak Park Boulevard, Pleasant Hill
Call (9245) 944-1565 or email 
cynthia@dloc.org to purchase tickets.

DLOC Hosts Pleasant Hill Chamber
at Reception in Firehouse

Members of the Pleasant Hill Chamber of 
Commerce, along with city officials, got a 
close-up look in November of DLOC’s 
Firehouse, where “the music and magic of 
Broadway” is created.

Attendees toured the facility, located on Oak 
Park Boulevard in Pleasant Hill, which includes 
scene and costume shops, rehearsal studios and 
administrative offices. They also enjoyed entertain-
ment provided by members of DLOC’s Stars 2000 
and Starstruck youth programs. Cynthia Myers 
sang a selection from DLOC’s production of 
Thoroughly Modern Millie in which she had a 
starring role.

“DLOC hosted the event as a demonstration of 
its longtime presence in Pleasant Hill and as an 
opportunity to meet movers and shakers in the 
community,” said Executive Director, Keith 
Barlow.

‘Professor Hill’ and Colleague
Teach ‘Behind-the-Scenes’ Class

Keith Barlow, starring as Professor Harold Hill 
in The Music Man, is sharing professorial duties 
with Daren A. C. Carollo, the company’s executive 
producer, in an adult education class that takes 
students behind the scenes of the production.

The class is part of the Mt. Diablo Unified 
School District’s Adult Education. Barlow, 
DLOC’s executive director when not on stage, and 

Carollo will discuss what it takes to produce a 
major musical. Topics include rehearsals, set 
design, lighting, costumes and orchestra.

April 9, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m., in the DLOC Firehouse 
Fee: $25 including a discount coupon for admis-
sion to The Music Man 

To register: 
Contact Mt. Diablo Unified School District’s 
Adult Education by calling (925) 685-7340 or 
visit www.mdusd.k12.ca.us/adulted

Youth Programs Update

Next Up - Auditions for GREASE! 
March 29 at 6:00 p.m. & March 25 at 4:00 p.m. 
at the DLOC Firehouse 

All teens (ages 13 to 20) from the Contra Costa 
area are invited to audition. Call backs will be held 
on March 31and April 1.

Rehearsals begin on 
June 18th and run 
Monday thru Friday, 
from 1:00 to 4:30 plus 
some Saturdays.

Performances are 
July 27 - August 5th at Diablo Valley College 
Performing Arts Center, Pleasant Hill.

Don’t miss this opportunity to be in one of 
America’s most popular musicals before it returns 
to the Broadway stage.

For information go to www.dloc.org or contact 
Diane Kamrin: dkstars2000@yahoo.com, or 
(925) 944-0900 after 9:00 am.

DLOC’s Starstuck is a multi-level program to 
introduce children from ages 4 - 14 to the music 
and magic of theater. Beginning with story telling, 
games, movement, and song, then teaching children 
to memorize dialogue, dance basic choreography, 
and work with sets and props, this program builds 
on existing experience and talent and challenges 
young actors to perform at a higher level. 

Performances:

STARLETTES (4-6) 
The Elephant Child an adaptation of Rudyard 
Kipling’s famous tale was performed on March 3 at 
the Firehouse. 

AFTER SCHOOL (7-10)
The Not-Very-Secret Garden 
By Barrett Lindsay-Steiner
Monday, May 7 at 7:15 p.m. & 8:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 8 at 7:15 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

AFTER SCHOOL (10-14)
Brylcreem! - A parody of the musical Grease 
By Barrett Lindsay-Steiner
Tuesday, May 15 at 6:30 p.m. and at 8:00 p.m.

SATURDAY (10-14)
Manhattan - A grand send up of Chicago 
By Barrett Lindsay- Steiner
May 9 – 11 (check for times)

STARSTRUCK SATURDAY (10-14) #2
Alice in Winterland - A '60's twist the the classic tale
Saturday and Sunday, May 19 and 20 at 1:30 and 
3:30 p.m.

All upcoming Starstruck performances will be held 
at Shadelands, 111 N. Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek

For tickets and information on all Starstruck 
programs, call 925-944-1565.

For a list of classes for  the upcoming summer 
and fall, email keith@dloc.org.

Directed by Diane Kamrin
Directed by Cynthia Myers William and

Flora Hewlett
Foundation

DLOC ‘Saigon’ 
Actress Wins a 
Shellie and a 
Behind-the-Scenes 
‘Star’ Gets a Salute

Jennifer Graham 
walked away with a 
Shellie Award for best 
supporting actress in a 
musical for her portrayal 
of Ellen in DLOC’s 2005 
production of Miss 
Saigon. Mike Harwood, a DLOC veteran who 
performs out of the spotlight, was also recog-
nized.

Jennifer made her DLOC debut in the show 
and later appeared in the company’s production 
of A Grand Night for Singing at the El Campanil 
Theatre in Antioch and the Lesher Center for the 
Arts.

Other shows she 
appeared in include 
Anything Goes, Jekyll and 
Hyde (Contra Costa Civic 
Theatre), Once Upon a 
Mattress (42nd Street 
Moon), and Gypsy, (Town 
Hall Theatre).

At the glitzy black-tie 
ceremony at the Lesher 
Center for the Arts, DLOC 
presented an award for 
“special contribution to the 
arts” to Mike Harwood, who 
has served the company in backstage assignments 
for 22 years. He is recovering from injuries 
suffered last fall when he was struck by heavy 
scenery that fell moments before the curtain rose 
on a performance of Thoroughly Modern Millie.

DLOC president JP McDermott told the 
audience that Harwood “has a reputation of 
being professional, reliable and a friend to 

anyone who has ever performed 
in a DLOC production.” Born 
in England, he met and 
followed his future spouse, 
Betty, (who has performed in 
DLOC shows and is active in 
the organization in various 
capacities) to the Bay Area and 
began helping backstage as other 
members of his family 
performed. “Over the years he’s 
developed a reputation of true 
professionalism.”

The Shellies, held in January 
for the 28th year, honors the achievements of 
actors and designers of musical and non-musical 
productions from 12 regional theatre companies, 
including DLOC.

Contra Costa Musical Theatre’s production of 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast and the Willows 
Theatre’s Cabaret tied for best musical.

Betty and Mike Harwood, longtime 
supporters of DLOC, were on hand at the 
Shellies where Mike received special 
recognition for his services to the company.

Jennifer Graham accepts 
Shellie for Miss Saigon.

DLOC Gets High Marks in Audience Survey

The vast majority of DLOC patrons feel they are getting “good value” 
when attending the company’s productions. This was one of the findings 
in a survey completed by an impressive 1,600 audience members during 
the run of DLOC’s Thoroughly Modern Millie last fall.

Key Results:
• The words that come to mind when thinking about DLOC shows: musicals, 

entertaining, fun, convenient, close to home, professional quality, afford-
able, excellent, wonderful, good and great

• 70 percent “strongly agree” that DLOC produc-
tions consistently meet their expectations and 
another 26 percent “somewhat agree”

• In making decisions on attending the theater, the 
most important factors are type of play (musical, 
drama, and comedy), availability of convenient 
parking, theater location, and ease of buying tickets

Other survey highlights:
• 53 percent of respondents attend live theater six or 

more times a year. Another 43 percent attend two 
to five times a year

• 74 percent of respondents attended theater in other 
Bay Area cities in the past 12 months, with San Francisco being the 
predominant destination.

• 51 percent of respondents were 65 or older; 39 percent were 45 to 64; and 1 
percent were 44 or younger

Those completing the survey offered some suggestions to enhance their 
DLOC experience, including adding more shows, additional matinees, 
increased promotion by mail and email, and discounts for seniors and youth.

Patrons Vote Their Top Choices For Future DLOC Shows

Survey says — Hello, Dolly! is the top choice for a future DLOC show.
Other favored shows, in descending order of patron responses, are Funny 

Girl; Les Miserables; Mame; Showboat; The Producers; Annie Get Your Gun; 
Kiss Me, Kate; Oliver!; Cats; The Pirates of Penzance; The Light in the Piazza; 
Dirty, Rotten Scoundrels; and Jekyll and Hyde.

More than 400 people responded to a mail survey in November in 
addition to the 1,600 patrons who completed a written survey on other 
subjects during the run of Thoroughly Modern Millie last fall.

Keith Barlow, DLOC executive 
director, said the staff will be guided in 
large part by the patron survey in the 
selection of future shows. But he 
stressed that the licensing rights to 
produce many of the hits, such as Les 
Miz and The Producers, are not 
currently available to most regional 
theaters. 

In addition, there are budget 
considerations. “Some of the newer 
works are highly coveted and can 
demand royalties up to 40 percent 

more expensive than some of the older shows,” said Barlow. “We can still 
bring our audiences many shows they will enjoy that fit within our budget.”

In the separate audience survey during the run of Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, respondents suggested shows including Kismet, Oklahoma!, Camelot, 
Me and My Girl, They’re Playing Our Song, Paint Your Wagon, Singing in the 
Rain, and A Chorus Line.

‘Follow Your Dream’ Scholarships
Awarded to Four Talented Students

Cori Lynne Koepf, Megan McDermott, Lital 
Abrahams and Georgia Tapp have been awarded a 
“Follow Your Dream” scholarship by DLOC in 
memory of the organization’s artistic director, 
Rhoda Klitsner.

Cori Lynne Koepf, member of a talented Concord 
family, received a $1,000 scholarship. The young 
performer appeared in nine productions, including 
those with the company’s Starstruck and Stars 2000 
programs for teenagers.

In two DLOC productions, The Most Happy Fella 
and The Wizard of Oz, Cori performed with her 

mother, Pam, who won an award for her portrayal of 
the Wicked Witch. Two sisters were also in the show. 
Their father, Scott, has starred in a number of 
musicals, including starring roles in CCMT’s 
productions of The Sound of Music and South Pacific. 
Last year the family moved to Colleyville, Texas. 

Cori, 18, a graduate of Ygnacio Valley High 
School in Concord, will use her scholarship to 
continue her career goals at Azusa Pacific University 
in Los Angeles, where she will major in music and 
theater.

Other budding performers who were recognized 
are Megan McDermott of Danville, who received a 
$750 scholarship, and Lital Abrahams of San Ramon 
and Georgia Tapp of Kensington, each of whom 

received $500 scholarships.
The first $1,000 scholarship recipient, Stephen 

Diaz, is now the understudy for the title role in the 
Aladdin show at Disneyland. He continues to pursue 
studies at UC Irvine.

As a director, choreographer and artistic director, 
Klitsner was regarded as the guiding light of DLOC 
from 1960 until her death on April 19, 2003. Early in 
her career, she danced on Broadway under the 
celebrated choreographer Agnes DeMille, who 
encouraged young talent to “follow your dream.”

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to 
the “Rhoda Klitsner Follow Your Dream Fund,” 
DLOC, P.O. Box 5034 Walnut Creek, CA 94596.

DLOC Receives Grant From the DRAA

DLOC is one of eight major arts organizations 
that have been given a share of $250,000 in grants 
by the Diablo Regional Arts Association. The grants 
will be used to support projects that the DRAA says 
“will enrich the quality of artistic programming” at the 
Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek and to 
“help create avenues for everyone to enjoy the arts.”

In addition to DLOC, other organizations 
receiving grants are the Bedford Gallery, Center 
REPertory Theatre, Contra Costa Musical Theatre, 
Diablo Ballet, Festival Opera and Smuin Ballet.

The DRAA has selected DLOC’s The Music Man as 
one of several shows listed under “Target Family Time 
at the Lesher Center for the Arts,” a program that 
provides families and friends with an opportunity to 
enjoy quality, affordable, professional entertainment 
close to home.

Under the program, funded by a grant from Target, 
patrons are offered buy-one, get-one free tickets for 
selected shows. The offer for The Music Man applies to 
a matinee performance at 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 21.

‘Something’s Coming’ — ‘One Hand, 
One Heart’ for DLOC’S ‘West Side Story’ 
Dancing Duo

When Brandon Bond and 
Alyssa Bottkol were cast as the 
dancers “Action” and “Velma” 
in DLOC’s 2005 production 
of West Side Story, little did 
they know it would all end 
with wedding bells. They’ll be 
married on May 19 in San 
Luis Obispo.

“It was no surprise that we 
continually received compli-
ments on our stage chemistry, 
and that chemistry quickly 
found its way offstage as well,” 
says Brandon. 

After a day of snorkeling in 
Monterey last July, the couple 

enjoyed dinner overlooking the ocean, followed by a 
walk on the beach. It was there that Brandon got 
down on his knees and proposed. A surprised, but 
happy Alyssa said yes.

Brandon is also remembered for his performance 
in DLOC’s Miss Saigon — and 
in New Orleans — in the fall of 
2005. Four days before the show 
opened, he was summoned to 
assist in Hurricane Katrina 
restoration efforts in New 
Orleans because of his daytime 
job as preparedness manager for 
Kaiser Permanente’s national 
security services and as a 
member of the Department of 
Security’s Bay Area Disaster 
Medical Assistance Team. He 
eventually returned to the show.A lasting romance for Alyssa Bottkol and 

Brandon Bond started on the set of West 
Side Story.

Completing Survey Has Its Rewards

Patrons who completed audience surveys issued during 

the run of DLOC’s Thoroughly  Modern Millie were eligible 

for free tickets to a future show. Four individuals chosen at 

random are the lucky winners of four tickets each: Sheridan 

Colbourn and Ted Coggiola of Danville, Willard J. Classen, 

Jr. of Walnut Creek, and Steven Dalcino of Pleasanton.
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